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Gateways to 
Chinatown would 
provide an iconic 

marker for 
Chinatown, Little 

Italy, and the 
surrounding 

neighborhoods in 
Lower Manhattan.



The overall aim of 
the project is to 

engender pride of 
place, foster 
connectivity, 

reinforce cultural and 
social identity, and 
stimulate economic 

development.



Decades in the making . . .



A framework for neighborhood resurgence and
economic development . . .
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“Take me to the seven points.”



Multiple Site Activations: Canal Street Triangle Kiosk



Multiple Site Activations: Division Street “Space of Exchange”



• MULTIPLE SITE ACTIVATION

Dingding

Multiple Site Activations: “Welcome to Chinatown” @ Franklin Arch 



Multiple Site Activations: Brooklyn Bridge/Chinatown Wayfinding



Ann Tarantino

Multiple Site Activations: Park Row Connection



Funding and Partners



Stakeholder Advisory 

Committee Meeting

June 2016 

Public Forum

August 2016 

Community Engagement

Community Forum 

Survey



WAYFINDING AND ORIENTATION

CULTURAL IDENTITY

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

AND DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY

GREEN SPACE

SOCIAL INTERACTION
Ann Tarantino

Request for Proposals



1. Demonstrated Quantity and Quality of 

Successful Relevant Experience 
• Suitable team configuration and individual team 

member experience 

• Experience executing design AND 

implementation of public art, architecture and/or 

public spaces 

2. Demonstrated Level of Organizational 

Capability

3. Quality of Proposed Approach 
• Concept 

• Process 

Team Selection UAP Lindy Lee  LEVENBETTS



Relevant Experience



Relevant Experience



Relevant Experience



Conceptual Approach



Conceptual Approach

Chinese Drum Tower Italian Campanile Porosity

Verticality



Conceptual Approach



Proposal



Proposal



Proposal



Proposal



WAYFINDING AND ORIENTATION



CULTURAL IDENTITY



34th Street Partnership Info Kiosk

COMMUNITY INFORMATION 

AND DIGITAL CONNECTIVITY

Street Charge, AT&TUAP  Lindy Lee  LevenBetts



SOCIAL INTERACTION



Stakeholder Feedback

Proposal “captures the flavor of the surrounding area in a 

unique way and will welcome visitors to Chinatown for years to 

come.”

Further probe understanding and manifestation of “Cultural 

Identity” particularly with regard to Chinese-American and 

Italian-American immigrant experience.

Develop options for incorporating mobile information kiosk to 

ensure activation and social interaction.

Expand tree planting “beyond the boundaries of the triangle so 

that the whole area can become a sort of urban park.”



• Physical constraints 

• Budget 

• Timeline 
Gingko 

trees

Information 

kiosk

Narrow pathway

Project Challenges



Project Timeline



Jennifer Leung - jleung@dot.nyc.gov 

Betsy Jacobson - bjacobson@dot.nyc.gov 

http://gatewaysto.chinatown.nyc/


